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CAST DOWN, BUT NOT DESTROYED
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II Corinthians can be regarded as Apostle
Paul’s autobiography. In that book, he
described his encountering and experiences.
In its first chapter, he mentioned: “For we do
not want you to be unaware, brothers, of our
affliction which came to us in Asia, that we
were burdened excessively, beyond our
strength, so that we despaired even of life;
indeed we had the sentence of death within
ourselves in order that we should not trust in
ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.”
He was whipped by Jews, bitten by rod three
times, stoned once, encountered shipwreck
three times, and experienced many other kinds
of dangers. In Chapter 11, he talked about
physical sufferings: “I have been in labor, and
hardship, through many sleepless nights, in
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold
and exposure.” However, in the last chapter,
Paul said: “But I trust that you will realize that
we ourselves do not fail the test.” He went
through many trials, but he did not fail nor
give up.

Today many children of God encountered
difficulties and gave up easily. Some may
encounter difficulties in marital relationship,
yet instead of facing and solving the problems,
they just give up. Some may encounter
hardship in serving the Lord, instead of
overcoming the difficulty, they would choose
to give up. Some meet with criticisms in the
church, instead of seeking God’s enlightening,
they would quit going to church. Enemies
seek every opportunity to beat us down.
Whenever we choose to give up, at the same
time we have chose to forfeit opportunities to
receive God’s blessings.

Paul encouraged us in II Corinthians
(Chapter 4 verses 7 to 9) by saying: “But we
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
surpassing greatness of the power may be of
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God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted
in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but
not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed.” This was
Paul’s secret of following the Lord all the way
to the end. Paul was not born to be stronger,
or more tolerant than others. His secret was
that he had treasure in his vessel. Whenever
this treasure was revealed, he would be strong,
even though he seemed to be weak at the same
time. The vessel was weak, but the treasure
made it strong. He was persecuted, but did not
lose his life. He seemed to be worrisome, but
he was often joyful. He seemed to be poor,
but he enriched many others’ lives. It was all
because there was treasure in him.

God put His treasure inside of us the
minute we were saved. The life of the son of
God was not a life that gives up. His life far
exceeds our weaknesses and failure. We can
be “afflicted in every way, but not crushed.”
Although aftlictions surround us, God must
open a way for us. We may be “perplexed, but
not despairing”. Sometimes we feel lack of a
clear direction, but God will surely help us.
Sometimes we are “persecuted, but not
forsaken.” Maybe we could not feel Him in
the midst of persecution, but God will never
forsake us. He promised to be with us all the
time. We can be struck down, but never
destroyed. We can be struck down, but we
will always get up and go forward.
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