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GOOD SOLDIER OF CHRIST JESUS
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When God delivered Israelites out of Egypt,
as recorded in the book of Exodus, “At the end
of the 430 years, to the very day, all the Lord’s
divisions left Egypt.”(12:41) Prior to that point,
Israelites had been enslaved and mistreated for
400 years in Egypt. Therefore, they had never
gone through military training, nor had they any
weapon. However, in the eyes of God, they
were His army (divisions).

After leaving Egypt, people of God could
not enter into Canaan due to their complaint
and disbelief. They ended up with wondering in
the wilderness for 40 years. When Moses
recalled what had happened, he said:
“Remember how the Lord your God led you all
the way in the desert these 40 years, to humble
you and to test you in order to know what was
in your heart, whether or not you would keep
his commands.’(Deut.8:2) Therefore, even in
the days of wondering away, each day was a
training session. God was training them to
become His army of faith and obedience so
that they could enter into Canaan, defeat their
foes and finally obtain the land as their
inheritance.

Canaan is the land of abundance that
symbolizes the fullness of Christ. The receipt
of inheritance speaks of how we Christians can
obtain Christ’s fullness as our own. How in the
old days God delivered Israelites, and trained
them to be His army as well as finally obtained
Canaan as their properties, in the same way He
is training us and to fight battles to received all
the spiritual inheritances.

Il Timothy is the letter Paul wrote to
Timothy shortly before he was martyred. He
knew the severity of battles that church had to
go through and the great need for good
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soldiers to defend for His house. Therefore, he
encouraged Timothy by saying: “You then, my
son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. And the things you have heard me say
in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
reliable men who will also be qualified to teach
others. Endure hardship with us like a good
soldier of Christ Jesus.”

First, Paul wanted Timothy to be strong,
just as how Moses encouraged Joshua: “be
strong and courageous, for you must go with
this people into the land that the Lord swore to
their forefathers to give them, and you must
divide it among them as their
inheritance.”(Deut. 31:7) It was also like how
David encouraged Solomon by saying: “Be
strong and courageous, and do the work. Do
not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God,
my God, is with you.”(Il Chr.28:20) We are
strengthened by the grace of Christ, not by our
own might. Only when we put our self life to
death without using our natural life, but
continuously stand in the position of His grace,
can our inner man be really strong.

Secondly, we must have a teachable heart,
a heart that is willing to receive God’s words
and work, and a heart that submits to God’s
purpose. When Joshua approached the city of
Jericho, he saw a man standing in the opposite
direction. He asked him: “Are you here to help
us or our enemies?” “Neither,” he replied, “but
as commander of the army of the Lord | have
now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the
ground in reverence, and asked him, “What
message does my Lord have for his
servant?’(Joshua 5:14) Therefore, we know
the Lord does not come to be our helper, but to
be the commander of each circumstance. He
must stand in a position to rule. No soldier will
fight enemies alone, or act on his own behalf,
because he belongs to the Lord of the army.

Lastly, Paul wanted Timothy to suffer with
him as a true soldier of Christ. Peter also
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encouraged us: “Therefore, since Christ
suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with
the same attitude,...”(| Peter 4:1) The attitude
to be willing to suffer is a weapon which
enables us not to follow men’s fleshly desires,
but God’s purpose. If we truly see what God
wants to achieve for us is eternal weight of
glory, we will be able to say what Paul did: “|
consider that our present sufferings are not
worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us.”(Rom 8:18)

In this final age, may the Lord obtain each
of us to be His good soldiers. May we all
faithfully follow the footsteps of the Lamb all the
way. Redeemed ones should serve, facing
many foes, “They(enemies) will make war
against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome
them because he is Lord of lords and King of
kings - and with him will be his called, chosen
and faithful followers.”(Rev. 17:14)

Stand up, stand up for Jesus!
The strife will not be long;
This day the noise of battle,
The next the victor’s song;
T0 him that overcometh
A crown of life shall be;
He with the King of glory
Shall reign eternally.
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